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irandon Harrera, lel,
a1 Clemens Park 1in Yonkers
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Stephen Schmtt The Journal News

and Alberto ios both aper 4 lrom Yonkers, play yesterday in [he new j}l.ur.l_{rm;n-j

City reopens cleaned-up park

Site once strewn
with lhitter will now be
children’s play arca

[-'riie Garcia

[ Ve Jowmal News

Dogs once ran wild i the tiny,
(enced-in park near Leghton and
Berkeley avenues 1 was an over
grown sand lot littered with bro
ken bottles and emply crack vials

“We used Lo call it sand park. It
was nothing but sand and weeds
and kids would not play here”
saitdd Yonkers Councilman Wilson

Soto, K-2nd Ihstrict, who once
lived on South Broadwas—aear the

park

Today Clemens Park has aonew
e E't‘lt‘!]ril[t‘ll alan aolheral reded
wation yesterday by municipal

antd Tewish conpmmty leaders

e renovated park, which e
apencd dunng the sununer and
leatures o new cluldren’s jungle
RYII, WS part of prvile |Ji||1|1t' Wl
laboration hetween the Westeh
ester Jewish Community Senaces,
e Jewash Council of Yonkers and
the city of Yonkers

[Tie WIS rused about SOH (EX)
of the ST renovalion cost,
with the city contnbuting aboul
S13.000. The WICS wall bnng tod
dlers and  pre-schoolers i ats
nedrby  day  care cenler Lo
Clemens ark on weekdays

“We could not lind a place i
Yonkers that had an acceptable
play space,” sad Amy Kohn, the
WICSS associle execulive dire
()]

WIOS provides counselling, job
preteliness traonnge aned parenting

SHPPHIL, anang! ey serviees, o
boow ancommie indhividuals o ils ol
Meoes al AR e S0 Sty Broad

Wity

Sean Fletchman beought her 20
.'1L|J||[!|n|t1 son Ziwon e the new
Clemens Park and sand that she
would return

“1°s beautiful,” sand Fletchiman,
a Van Cortlandt Park Avenue res
wlent whose son allends  the
WICS's Famuly Center day care
service. "l probably come back
because now | know where i01s.”

Murray Gunner, exccutive di
rector of the Jewish Council of
Yonkers, said his organization
helped rased 535,000 for the park
Gunner saud the project helped ful-
(il the orgamization’s constitulion
al mandate

“One of our constitutional pro
visions 18 strengrthenwg the aity of
Yonkers,” Gunner  explamed
“When we amprove a park for kids,
wis believe we e strengthemng
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